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Prophet of Popular Sovereignty

as Jefferson, whose bust is framed by the Jefferson-designed colonnade
“University of Virginia, wrote the Dcclaration of Independence and pro-
Ehe nation with a democratic creed. Trusting the fitness of comumon men
=ern themsclves, he founded a new political party (first called Repub-
and later Democrats), which carried him into the Presidency in 1800.

National Pride with Old Ironsides’

With the War of 1812 America graduated in-o self corc.ous nationhood.
til then it had been little more than a shak v conieazr1 ion of mutually
ous states. But the victorics at New Orleans and Lak: ¢ ie and the explo
the frigate Old Ironsides (right) —now prescived i:s o nitional monume
Boston—stirred national pride and created .1 growin: : ¢ase of national u
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Foundation Stone of the Nation

smmon goal of America at the time of the Revolution was clear: inde-
ace. Its hopes centered in. one man. George Washington, whose bust
J was photographed beside a Revolutionary cannon at Valley Forge,
lled Father of His Country as early as 1779, while the fighting was still
on. His integrity and austere dignity made him a foundation stone

for a new-born nation in search of an identity, Elcquence wvis not Washing-
ton’s forte, nor was political philosophizing, But atier the i 7 constitutional
convention over which he presided, Washington iorcefail wmmed up his
and the nation’s mission: “‘to presetve the Union,7.» estabii<l, uod order and
government, and to render the nation happy at hare ano we<re.ted abroad.”
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